Outcome 5:  Diagnose and report the ecosystem’s response to short term stress and long term change
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Alien Species Assignment

DUE: Oct 6, 2014
Many people do not realize that certain plants and animals in Nova Scotia did not originally come from here.  No doubt you are familiar with the brown spruce longhorn beetle and earwigs.  They are both examples of alien species (also referred to as ‘exotic’ or ‘invasive’ species).  It has been suggested that the spread of alien species in the single greatest threat to biodiversity after habitat loss.  An awareness of the problem is the first step toward a solution.  This assignment is designed to heighten your awareness of the alien species problem.

To Do
Research a single alien species located in Canada and prepare an informative assignment on the organism.  Your assignment may be a PowerPoint, Windows Movie Maker, Poster, Brochure or magazine article.  This assignment is meant to be one that informs others of the impact this organism is having on the ecosystem.

NAME: ________________________________________

The following rubric outlines how your assignment will be evaluated (Hand this in with your project).

	-Brief general description of the organism is given

(origin, appearance, size, life span, food sources, natural habitat)

-No description of the organism
	1

0

	-Described how the organism arrived in Canada

-Did not specify how the organism arrived in Canada
	1

0

	-Current location of the organism in Canada is given

-Current location of the organism in Canada is not given
	1

0

	-Clear explanation of the problems and impact the organism is having on the ecosystem, including detailed description of the Canadian ecosystem before and after arrival
-Sufficient explanation of the problems and impact the organism is having on the ecosystem, some effort to describe the Canadian ecosystem before and after arrival
-Some mention of the problems and impact the organism is having on the ecosystem or some effort to describe the Canadian ecosystem before and after arrival

-No mention of impact on the environment
	5     6

              3     4

1     2     

0 

	-Clearly explained possible solutions to address the problems caused by the organism

-Attempted to explain possible solutions

-No Solutions given
	4      5     

1     2     3

0

	Bibliography is included

Bibliography is not included
	1

0

	TOTAL
	        /15

	
	

	Additional Areas to consider to create a great assignment:
	Needs work
	OK
	Well Done

	Information is presented in a logical and orderly sequence
	
	
	

	Graphics explain and reinforce assignment
	
	
	

	Student took obvious care when preparing project (spelling, neatness, etc.)
	
	
	

	Creativity is demonstrated 
	
	
	


	Gypsy Moth
	European Starling
	Common Crupina

	Brown Spruce Longhorn Beetle
	Asian Carp
	Butternut Canker

	Purple Loosestrife
	Japanese Knotweed
	Giant Hogweed

	Zebra Mussel
	Emerald Ash Borer
	Coffin Box Bryozoan

	European Green Crab
	Didymo
	Golden Star Tunicate

	Sea Lamprey
	Round Goby
	Oyster Thief Seaweed

	Mitten Crab
	Common Plantain
	Violet Tunicate

	Japanese Stiltgrass
	Asian Longhorn Beetle
	Dog Strangling Vine

	Mountain Pine Beetle
	Rusty Crayfish
	Spiny Water Flea

	Codium Fragile 
	
	


http://www.invasivespeciescentre.ca



http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/science/enviro/ais-eae/index-eng.htm
http://cwf-fcf.org/en/discover-wildlife/resources/resource-sheets/aliens-among-us.html
http://www.invadingspecies.com/#
https://www.ec.gc.ca/eee-ias/default.asp?lang=En&n=805A5D5C-1
http://www.halifax.ca/energy-environment/environment/InvasiveSpecies.php
